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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 R 

DRAFTED BY EUR:REBARBOUR:GMD 

APPROVED BY EUR:GSVEST 

NSC:RHUNTER 

M/CT:HISHAM 

S/S-O: LRFLEISCHER 

039552 180845Z/11 

P 180228Z MAR 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY ROME PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 069817 

EXDIS - FOR GARDNER FROM VEST 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, IT, US 

SUBJECT: MORO KIDNAPPING 

1 . I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT WE ARE ALL VERY AWARE THAT 
THIS IS A DIFFICULT PERIOD FOR YOU, YOUR STAFF AND YOUR 
FAMILIES. OUR THOUGHTS ARE WITH YOU, AND IF THERE ARE ANY 
PARITCULAR PROBLEMS THAT WE CAN HELP WITH, I HOPE YOU WILL 
LET ME KNOW. 

2. AS YOU HAVE SEEN FROM THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE AND THE 
SECRETARY'S STATEMENT, WE ALSO HAVE THE GREATEST SYMPATHY 
FOR THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT IN ITS TRAGIC DILEMMA. UN- 
FORTUNATELY, OUR ABILITY TO HELP IN SITUATIONS LIKE THE 
MORO KIDNAPPING IS ALMOST NIL. IF YOU RECEIVE ANY RE- 
QUESTS FOR AID, WE SHALL LOOK SYMPATHETICALLY AT THEM, 

BUT WE DO NOT WANT TO ENCOURAGE ANY THOUGHTS THAT THERE 
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IS MUCH WE CAN DO IN THESE INTERNAL MATTERS. VANCE 
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